Health Care Issues

Ohin Governer Candidnte Bob Taft

Dhio families sre ooncerwsd abour

bealth care - and so am L While
managed care has been socoessfsl i
contralling  the once  umoomirodled

incrensing cost of healih care, oo many
patients have been densed access (o the
care they need.  There has become oo
mrch emphasis on “managed” - and not
encugh on “care”™ [ beligve it's time 1o
ey oar bealth care delivery system on
the guality of care provided to Ohio
patsenis, Gunilies and consumers.

Mot moo long apo. &5 many ACEP
weinbers @il nede, o patient could ece
thelr family docior and pay thear Bl
directly, With minimal  paperwork.
Todday, an encounder with the heakth care
sysiem ine often leads 10 headaches and
hassles, and more unforiunsiely, 1o
dlenials of physacian recommended care

Im recent weeks, | have put Forth severnl
ideas that I wall implement a5 Ohia's nest
Governor, that will refooss our bealth
ware delivery system om patients over
prafil nid swing the pendalum back i
the delivery of guality health care amid
away from pure ool conlaimment. The
highlights of the Talt Patssit Protecton
Flar fire ax lollows:

1. Expand “Fasl Towk'™  Heallh
Disurance  Appials  Frociss, Wik
paticnes increasingly concenned than they
will b demied mwdical weatmen by their
Bzalih plan, we  mos Ny il thean
patients have o right o & dmely and
independent  appeals  process  when
creptmet is denisd. The Taft Pmient
Protection  Plan  will revise  healih
insurnnoe samtutes ta clearly specify thar
usioimers have a begal right o appeal
insurmnpe covernge decisions and that
oppeal must inchude a timely respomse
fram a physician,

EFIC

T Tft Flan calls for the creation of
rwo-thered appeals process, The slandard
prack would requine a 14-day ternaround
Far all cnges thi were w0l consadered 1fs
threatening. A fster track | reaponce
system  shomld be  creaed  for life
threatening cnses, A T2-hour Tast towck
nppeals process will begoene law oo
October 1, bt only for derminagl cascs.
This fast trock nppeals process shoold he
expanded e include sl 1ife threaening
s, Life threaiening  should e
defined <iutarily and in relevant state
rules.

2, Additionul Cowsumer Information
through & Health Insuromee Tlotline,
Health cure consamers must  have
mocurae information o know of their
rights by law and under their health plan,
The Taft Patient Proiection Flan calls for
the creation of o ioll-free telephane Health
Inmarance  Heiline  through  which
comesmers eould ohlin esily scoesible
inforrrmalion aboul their begal righls under
alate law and [heir plams, Additienally,
alate low will be changed to requare all
healihy insuranes policies amd cands olis
the Health Issarance Hotline: ilepfione
number,

A

The Talt Putient
Fratection H-\Ill will puarans dired
access o nosded heall services without
getting  preapproval frons healith wsurers
Spexifically, Ohio law will be changed w
pronvide;

A. IMrect Accces to Women's Healih
Services.  Women should ke allowed
direct pecess 1o pezded women's healih
services without genting preapproval from
health  insarer  mondated  physician
“goickesepers.”  This means that they
should be gives direct access o their
chstetricions and gymecolngiss

I Guarandee E Department
Actess. Sinte law should be amended 1o
pusranies emergency department acoess
umdler all healih imsurance plans nsing a

“prudent Ly person” standard relative 10
determination of nead.
4, i Legal Linbility Fur Health

Imsurers. The Taft Palient Protection
P wwill ek Oio bl lh insarers liable
lar darmages o a patienl thal nesalied
fioan b inswrer’s failene o exervior
andipary care whea making medical
hecisions. This reform will sl Mo porl
axctron bl will not be expanded o crene
linhilicy om the pae of an emplover who
purchpses eoverage on behall of s
employes
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5. Keguire Insuramce Company Med.
Dircetar i be Licenzed Physicin, The
Taft Plan will require health mzsance
eimpsny midical directors 1o be licomsed
w0 pracics iscdecans i the Stale of Ohio
Thas requarement 14 amrently an O
Departincnl of Insurdmce policy, bul
el dn low 4 [t shosld Be, This stansory
chinpe b8 consistent with the |iak iy that
boeh doctors snd Bealth insyusers should
and will bear ender ihls proposed chanpe
in i R

Ta
will mq,-ulrt all sum. n:gulmutl }»aﬁll
msurers opernting in Ofio b offer health

insurange  policies  thar  allow  for
our-of-netanrk physiclan and specialist
nltermstives for cliems wha request chem
andl nre walling 1o pay cosi-hesed charges
fior this privilege as part of their original
health msurance policy.

7. Sire

en_Financial Integrity of

£ Increase finnneinl
standnrds for health insurance companics.
therehy helping 10 assure a strang and
stable insurance market and high quality
health services. The Tuft Plan calls for
I|=1llh

strengthening Ih: insurance
inclustry by financial
recuirements for Lnlr} imlz husiness.
Curpendly,
of 31.5 |||'Lll'wr| or just 1 malkico for o
provider-spomsored eality to emter the
healilh  in kel This
mqun'm'n‘nl should Be increased o 55
o over & [ve year period. While
ihis policy will have lisile effees on mest
O insurers berause shey ane fnancially
stable, v will nevemheless redecs the
passibility  of  wenk,uncker-financed
insuress aperaring in Ohio

ik i
Ohioans wha do ot reelve healih
insurance through an emplover sponsored
plan or whie are not self-employved aften
find it toa expensive 1o purchase healih
insurance on thear own,  Mare dhan
00000 working Chisens are not covered
by an emplover-sponsored plan, are not
self-employed, or arm toa moch 1o be
eligible for Medicaid The Taft Plan will
increase gooess 1o health insuranoe by
sured [mcome
widduals who
parchase heabih inssrance 1o deduct b
Fall goer of thie insurssce under their state
Income tax; snd
B. Calling on Cangress wo offer s g
Fall deducribiliy for beslth insucanes oo
federnl income ax purposes,
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Health Care Issues (con't)

% Ohkinc  Medical Taux
Deduction.  The Taft Patient Frotection
Flar will cffer financial relief e Ohio
families who face spnificant medical
expenses, Under the carrent federal law,
cit-al-pocket medical expenses which
angeed 7.5 percenl of a person’s adjusted
ries meome are Lax deducible. There is
no similar provision in Ohio law, With
managed care companies limiting the type
of medical procedures covered, the high
woed of long-term care and ihe increasing
oot of preseripalon medsine and slher
il supplics, Bealth care consamirs
are foreed 1o pay maore ost-al-pocket
expinces than ever belore. Tho Taft Plas
will ease the financial berden of high
medical hills by phasing in full siae
income tax deductibiliey for medies
capenses which cxceed 7.5 percent of &
POTEN A T

Term Care Imsurunce Tax
gcluc_ With the rising cost of
mursing home care and other bang-termy
care support services and ihe sirnin it
places on family bedpeis, 35 well a8 on
state nd federal badpets. it i sound
public palicy o proemte the purchass of
lomg-term  care  insarance.  Currendly,
nursng hame inserance is not purchass
by many consamers because of its high
ooet, and in sme cases, becnuse thear are
legally sanctiomed weys (o shield assets g
that they do not nesd fo be used wo pay fo
nirsing home chie To inerease the
number of lomg-term care  insurano:
polscats,  elevin  slales,  imcluding
Califcwnia and New York, offer tax
inctniawg: for the purchase of [ong-term
care insurance.  The Taft PFalient
Protection Plan will promate private kang-
ierm care insarance by

A, Crestimg the Ohio Long-Term Cars
Incame  Tax  Deduction w0 permil
inchividisals whio purchase kng-term care
insiramde b dedact the Full cost of ther
premiums ander thedr siate income iax;
and

B. Celling on Congress io.offer this same
full dechactibility for the purchase of long-
term care insswrnnee o federnl ineeme
AT,

By enacting the reforms oullined in the
Taft Paent Protectiom Flan, Ohisans can
ke assured that pabiemis  will teke
precedence. wer profite. Farthermarne,
these reforms will ensure that Ohie
Farilies: will have access i quality bealih
care ut an sffordshle price.
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